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   • Directions for Spiritual Journey feature •

Thank you for being willing to share your personal Spiritual Journey with The Times’ readers.  This is a feature that many readers find especially inspiring, and it’s one of my personal favorites.  It’s one of the few places I know of where “regular” people can have a printed conversation about faith.
	Below are some questions. If you think of a better question, please just write it and then answer it!
	It’s better to write 2 or 3-sentence answers for most questions. This entire feature, including your picture, must fit in less than 30 inches each week. That means your answers must total no more than 700 words. Please note on your answers (by number) which question you’re answering.
	When I receive your answers by mail or e-mail, we’ll set up time for a photographer to come take a picture of you in one of your favorite places for contemplation, work, or recreation.
	Call me if you have any questions at all!  And please think of others who would have an interesting experience for this feature.

									Thanks!	-- Kay C.
First, please answer ALL of these 5 questions:
    1.  Your name and age. (Also your phone number and e-mail just for my use in case I have a question).
    2.  Place of worship/faith home.
    3.  Your job.
    4.  What advice would you offer people discouraged in their spiritual lives or puzzled about how to connect with the Divine?
  5. A favorite verse or (short!) passage from your sacred writings.

Next, please choose 3 or 4 of these to answer:
    6.  Describe God or describe how you experience God.
    7.  How does your faith play a part in your day-to-day activities?
    8.  Describe your spiritual role model and how this person has influenced your life. Please make this a human, either living or dead, who’s touched your life directly or through their writings. This question reminds readers of the influence people can have on each other.
     9.  Describe a difficult time and how your faith helped you get through it.
    10. Describe how your faith has changed – or not – since childhood. 
    11.  Question especially for new converts (but fair game for everyone else, too): Why did you decide to join a faith community or tradition? Or why do you or do you not belong to a community of believers?
    12. What are you doing to deepen or change your spiritual life?
    13. If you have a particularly strong sense of calling, please describe how and when you first sensed that, and how you are trying to respond to it. 

